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K. Thothathri* : Studies in Leguminosae (20). Three new 
species of Dalbergia Linn. f. from Burma 15 

K. h ^ h !) * : (20). tX 7 IH 0 3$f%i 

Three new species of Dalbergia Linn. f. from Burma ( D. pseudo-ovata, 
D. prainii and D. peguensis) are described in this paper with illustrations. 

1. Dalbergia pseudo-ovata Thoth. spec. nov. (Fig. 1) 

D. ovatae Grah. ex Benth. affinis sed foliolis puberulis et leguminibus 
lanceolatis multo longioribus et angustioribus in duobus extremis differt. 
Ea locata in sectione 'Sissoa’ sub serie ‘Ovatae’. Dalbergia pseudo-ovata 
Thoth. is related to D. ovata Grah. ex Benth. but differs in the puberulous 
leaflets, and lanceolate pods which are much longer and narrower at both 
ends. It is placed in the section ‘Sissoa’ under the series ‘Ovatae’. 

A small tree. Leaves imparipinnate, alternate, 18-24 cm. long; leaflets 
5-7, oblong to obovato-oblong, 7-5-9.3 x 3.0-3.7 cm., alternate to subopposite, 
entire, shortly acuminate at apex, narrowed at base, subcoriaceous, glabrous 
above, puberulous below, lateral veins 6 pairs; rachis sparsely adpressed 
brown hairy; petiolule 4-5 mm. long, puberulous. Flowers not known. 
Infructescence 15 cm. long, terminal. Pod lanceolate, flat, 6.5-12.2x1.0-1.2 
cm., tapering below into a long stalk, much narrowed at apex, glabrous, 
faintly veined opposite the seeds, 1-3-seeded; seed oblong, brownish black, 
9x5.5 mm., smooth and compressed. 

Type: Kangyi reserve, 24m., Tharawaddy district, Burma. Feb. 1912. 
-Lace 5707 (Holotype, CAL). Fruit: May. Distribution: Burma. 

Critical notes: Though the specimen lacks the flowers, the pod 
characters are so distinct that it doubtless represents a new taxon with 
affinities to D. ovata Grah. ex Benth. 

2. Dalbergia prainii Thoth. spec. nov. (Fig. 2) 

D. cultratae Grah. ex Benth. affinis sed foliolis puberulis distincte 
ovatis, leguminibus uniseminalibus, adversus semina reticulatis differt. Ea 

* Botanical Survey, of India, Calcutta-13. 

1) The above paper forms a part of the thesis, approved for the Ph.D. 
degree in Botany of the University of Bombay in 1973. 
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A tree, 10m. high; branchlets lenticellate, glabrous. Leaves imparipin- 
nate, alternate, 4.5-9.5 cm. long; leaflets 11, elliptic to obovate, 2-3.5 x 0.9-2 
cm., alternate, entire, retuse to emarginate at apex, coriaceous, glabrous 
above, puberulous below, reticulately veined, rachis puberulous to pubescent; 
petiolule 1.5-2 mm. long, puberulous to pubescent. Flowers not known. 
Infructescence axillary, short, paniculate, 2.5-5 cm. long, rachis puberulous. 
Pod indehiscent, ovate, samaroid, 3.5-4.7x 1.8-2.1 cm., shortly stalked, 
narrowed at both ends, glabrous, reticulately veined opposite the single 
seed; seed reniform, black. 

Type: Kalay and Chin hills. Upper Burma. Jun. 1894.—J. C. Prazer 39 
(Holotype, CAL). Fruit: June. Distribution: Burma. 

Critical notes : It is to be pointed out here that the above collection 
of Prazer from Burma was identified as D. congesta by Prain. He at first 
considered this plant to be a variety of D. cultrata Grah. ex Benth. but 
later changed his opinion stating that the puberulous leaflets and the pod 
of Prazer’s collection were quite different from the latter species. He had 
not only named (1. c. 1904) this as D. congesta but also described the pod 
characters of true D. congesta, based on this plant as the pod of the former 
was till then unknown. The author examined the pods of true D. congesta 
from a collection of Sedgewick from Nilgiris, the type locality. Critical 
studies revealed that the Burmese plant of Prazer could never be true D. 
congesta but did represent yet an undescribed species. It is a tree in habit 
while true D. congesta is a climber. Further D. congesta is an endemic 
species of Nilgiris, South India, growing at an altitude of 2000 m. The pod 
in both the cases differ markedly. The Burmese plant of Prazer is there¬ 
fore described here as a new species. The plant has so far been known 
only from Upper Burma and most probably represents an endemic species. 
3. Dalbergia peguensis Thoth. spec. nov. (Fig. 3) 

D. paniculatae Roxb. afflnis sed petiolulis longioribus et gracilioribus, 
carinis quam alis multo brevioribus et leguminibus anguste oblongis, 
adversus semina incrassatis et reticulatis differt. Ea locata in sectione 
‘ Dalbergia ’ sub serie ‘ Lanceolarieae \ Dalbergia peguensis Thoth. is related 
to D. paniculata Roxb. but differs from the latter in the longer and slender 
petiolules, keels much shorter than wings and narrowly oblong pods which 
are thickened and reticulated against the seeds. It is placed in the section 
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Fig. 3. Dalbergia peguensis Thoth. sp. nov. 1. A branch with inflorescence. 2. A flower bud. 
3. Calyx cup spread open. 4. Corolla with vexillum, wings and keels spread out. 5. 
Staminal sheath (iso-diadelphous). 6. Ovary with style and stigma. 7. Pods. 
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‘Dalbergia’ under the series ' Lanceolarieae \ 

An erect tree, 20-25 m. high; branchlets glabrous. Leaf imparipinnate, 
alternate, 14-20 cm. long; leaflets 9-13, alternate, elliptic-oblong to rarely 
ovate, entire, obtuse to retuse at apex, rounded at base, glabrous, pale-green 
above, glaucous below; rachis glabrous, petiolules 6-9 mm. long, slender, 
glabrous. Inflorescence a much branched panicle, axillary and terminal, 
7-9 x 6-9 cm., main rachis glabrous but branchlets puberulous. Flower 7-10 
mm. long, pedicellate; bract and 2 bracteoles minute, deciduous; pedicels 
puberulous to pubescent, 1.5-2.5 mm. long. Calyx campanulate, 3.5-4 mm, 
long, mostly pubescent outside, rarely puberulous, 5-toothed, teeth ovate- 
acute except the lowest which is lanceolate and longest. Corolla; vexillum 
ovato-orbicular to orbicular, 8-9 mm. long, deflexed, clawed, reticulately 
veined, obtuse at apex ; wings falcately oblong, clawed, auricled, at base, 
7 mm. long; keels boat-shaped, connate on the ventral suture, shorter than 
wings, 5 mm. long. Stamens 10, isodiadelphous, sheath 5-5.5 mm long, 
filaments free on their upper fourth, longer ones alternating with shorter 
ones. Ovary 4-6 mm. long, stipitate, glabrous except the pubescent stipe 
as well as puberulous sutures ; style slender, stigma minute ; ovules 3. Pod 
indehiscent, flat, oblong, 4-8 x 1.5-2 cm., stalked, obtuse to acute at apex, 
glabrous, 1-3-seeded, much reticulated opposite the seeds; seed reniform, 
compressed, 7x4 mm. 

Type: Pegu-Yomah. Mar. 1871. Burma.—Kurz 2604 (Holotype, CAL); 
Pegu-Yomah. Jan. 1868. Burma.—Kurz 1781 (Paratype, CAL). Flower: 
January. Fruit: March. Distribution : Burma. 

Critical notes : The collections of Kurz from Pegu which formed the 
basis for this new taxon have been variously interpreted by earlier workers. 
Kurz (1. c. 1877) identified his collections numbering 2604 & 1781 as Dalbergia 
paniculata Roxb. while Baker (1. c. 1876) considered them to be D. purpurea 
Roxb. Prain, who described D. oliveri from Burma, identified Kurz’s col¬ 
lections to be same. All these identifications were unfortunately wrong as 
the above collections did really represent yet an undescribed species which 
is therefore described here. 
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